Music with more than one face


Country music is not as simple as you'd think
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Country music has a very long history dating to the 1920's. Although it wasn't called country music at that time, it was only music. It wasn't until the 1940's that people began to refer to this kind of music as country music.


	Country music originates from many different places. It formed as a sort of blend of different kinds of folk music. Country music has big Irish and Celtic roots because people from Ireland and Scotland immigrated to the US South in the 19th century and their music blended with the Appalachian folk music in Tennessee and Kentucky. The Appalachian Mountains are mountains in the United States. Country music is also very much influenced by blues and spiritual church music, gospel.


	The main instruments that define country music are guitar, steel guitar, dobro, mandolin, banjo,drums, fiddle and bass. But some other instruments are also very much used by some country artists.


	Many people think that country music is just one simple genre of music, but that is not the case. Country music divides into many sub genres. There is the Nashville sound, the so called Bakersfield sound, western, bluegrass, country folk, honky-tonk, outlaw and alternative. 





The golden era


The Nashville sound became the Nashville sound in the 1960's. It is named after the country capital, Nashville, which is in the state of Tennessee. It's leaders were Chet Atkins, a music producer and Jim Reeves. The Nashville sound was very popular it was just as popular as pop music.


The Bakersfield sound is another special sound in country music. The sound was found in the town of Bakersfield in California. It was formed in honky-tonk bars in the late 1950's. It was an answer to the more conservative Nashville sound. The main leaders of the Bakersfield sound were Merle Haggard and Buck Owens.


The western music, is the cowboy music, form Texas and the South-West. The western music dates to 1920' s and was later very popular in the movies. Leaders in western music are  Roy Rogers, Gene Autry and Tex Ritter





Back to the mountains


Bluegrass is another sub genre of country music. It is very clear how that got formed. Bluegrass music got formed in the mid 1940's by Bill Monroe and his band. Bill Monroe was a mandolinst and singer who is famous for his unique mandolin and banjo playing. The name of the sub genre comes from the name of Bill's band the Blue Grass Boys.


Country folk music is also rather easily traced back. It is said that it is from the Carter family. A family of musicians. They sang mostly folk music and then old hymns. Many female singers have followed in the Carters' footsteps in this sub genre, such as Patsy Cline and Tammy Wynette.


Honky-tonk music, music from bars, got really popular during the World War Two. It's leader then was Ernst Tubb but later in the 50's men such as Lefty Frizzel, George Jones and Hank Williams.





More modern


The outlaws are those musician who could not fit themselves accurately in other sub genres. The golden era of outlaw music was from the 1960's to the early 1980's. Men such as Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings and Kris Kristofferson were the leading outlaws.


The last main sub genre is the alternative country music. Alternative is more newer and recent for of country music. It was formed in the 1990's. Alternative country music is more influenced by pop and country music than other country genres. Alternative artists include Shelby Lynne, k.d. Lange and Steve Earle.


	The Grand Ole Opry, a famous old country radio program has been the home of the country music. Situated in the capital of country music Nashville. The Grand Ole Opry has been on the air since the year 1925. All the biggest country stars have performed at the Opry, as it is called. The Opry was for the longest time in the famous Ryman Auditorium, or the Ryman, as it is referred to, is best know for being built of red bricks in a beautiful style. But then later, the Opry moved to another house that was specially built for the show in 1974.





